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Section 1 Understanding the Landscape Partnership A rea 
 
1.1 Landscape Character 

The Forgotten Landscape Scheme area straddles the edge of the South Wales coalfield.  It is 
one of dramatic contrasts, due largely to the great diversity in topography, vegetation, past 
land use and current activity – all within a relatively small area.   
 
This is a landscape of moorland common, small holdings and small farms, conifer and 
broadleaved woodland, wetlands, watercourses and waterbodies, colliery spoil and 
abandoned industrial sites and features.  The upland ridges and hills, open and treeless, 
divide the lush, pastoral Vale of the Usk from the bleak shallow U-shaped upper valley of the 
Afon Lwyd where the industrial past is only too evident in the preserved landscape of spoil tips 
and workings, transport routes and structural remains.  Meanwhile, from the busy A465 Heads 
of the Valleys road which passes through the Clydach Gorge to the north, the intensity of 
former industrialisation is highly visible.  All of this is crammed into the deep, narrow twisting 
valley, adding greatly to its intriguing intricacy, while towering overhead are impressive 
limestone escarpments and down below the river flows hidden in ancient beech woodland. 
 
From its highest points, it offers breathtaking views across the Black Mountains, Brecon 
Beacons and Monmouthshire lowlands.  To the west the views are dramatically different and 
reveal a landscape scarred and transformed by iron making and coal and mineral extraction.   
 
Central to the area is the town of Blaenavon which is regarded as a globally important 
example of a former iron making community.  Designated as an Industrial Landscape World 
Heritage Site in 2000, the following quote summarises the importance of the area:  
 
‘The Blaenavon Industrial landscape presents a larg e number of individual monuments 
of outstanding value within the context of a rich a nd continuous relict landscape, 
powerfully evocative of the Industrial Revolution.  It is one of the prime areas of the 
world where the full social, economic and technolog ical process of industrialisation 
through iron and coal production can be studied and  understood.’ 
 
Extract from World Heritage Sites: The tentative list of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland.  Published by the Department of Culture, Media and Sport June 1999 
 

 
Canada Tips – from Keeper’s Pond 
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For a period of 200 years the landscape was dramatically transformed when it was turned 
over to iron production and mineral extraction during the Industrial Revolution.  Today, the 
land is once again predominantly under agricultural management but is being increasingly 
used for informal recreation.  However, agricultural use is declining, the result being that 
bracken is rapidly encroaching onto the once, well managed, heather moorland.  Left 
uncontrolled, bracken will act as a precursor to scrub and, over time, the moorland will revert 
to upland woodland. 
 
The heritage value - social, industrial and natural - combines to emphasise the very special 
and distinctive character of this landscape.  This is further borne out by the many international, 
national, regional and local heritage designations applied to it.  Whilst much is already known, 
much more is still to be learned if this fragile and outstanding landscape is to be preserved 
and enjoyed by future generations. 
 
For further information please refer to the accompanying Landscape Character Study (revised 
2009).   

 
1.2 Justifying the Scheme Boundary   
 
1.2.1 Developing and Agreeing the Boundary 

Following a period of wide ranging consultation during the Forgotten Landscapes Project 
Planning Year, many local people and groups expressed the view that the WHS boundary was 
created as a result of an academic appraisal based on highly specific criteria and it was, 
therefore, unrepresentative of the wider history, landscape and sense of place of the area.  
Key to this were aspects such as: 

·  shared communications corridors for importation and exportation of raw materials and 
finished goods; the best example being the Monmouth and Brecknock canal from 
Govilon to Newport. 

·  the creation, by the iron masters, of extensive grouse moors.  These cover the whole 
upland area with the exception of townships and smaller settlements. 

·  the sense that the area concerned is a discrete upland block.  To the visitor arriving 
from the north, east or south, there is a sense of entering a coherent upland landscape 
located at the extreme eastern end of the South Wales Coalfield.   

·  the movement of people between places of employment as circumstances changed 
over time.   

The area adopted by the Partnership covers 71 sq km.  For further details on this process see 
Ch 8 Landscape Character Study, revised 2009. 
 

1.2.2 Justification for a buffer zone approach   
As the adjacent map makes clear, the FLP Scheme area includes and surrounds the BILWHS.  
The FLP Scheme area extends beyond the BILWHS to the north (the Clydach Gorge), and to 
the west and south it takes in extensive areas of moorland.  To the east, the two boundaries 
largely coincide along the line of the steep fall of land from the moorland.   
 
By considering the surrounding area as a buffer zone the whole can be considered as one unit 
– a core site and its buffer zone.  This will enable it to be subject to similar standards of 
management supported by shared policy commitments from both the Blaenavon and 
Forgotten Landscapes Partnerships.  
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This approach to presenting and managing the landscape will help conserve the core site by 
removing the possibility for inappropriate development and reducing levels of harmful activities 
in the buffer zone area as well as the core site.  It will also enable the greater landscape area 
to be presented and promoted as one unit. 
 
The Blaenavon Partnership has accepted this approach and it will be reflected in the revised 
BILWHS Management Plan.  To formalise these new working arrangements a report will be 
presented to the Department of Culture Media and Sport recommending the adoption of a 
buffer zone for the inscribed site. 
 
This approach is entirely consistent with UNESCO guidance as published in Annex 1– extract 
from the WH Operational Guidelines (2005) 
 
Buffer zones 
103. Wherever necessary for the proper conservation of the property, an adequate buffer zone 
should be provided. 
104. For the purposes of effective protection of the nominated property, a buffer zone is an 
area surrounding the nominated property which has complementary legal and/or customary 
restrictions placed on its use and development to give an added layer of protection to the 
property.  This should include the immediate setting of the nominated property, important 
views and other areas or attributes that are functionally important as a support to the property 
and its protection 

 
 
1.3 The Forgotten Landscapes Heritage Assets 
 
1.3.1 Introduction 

This is an upland landscape rich in industrial and cultural heritage, wildlife and geology.  The 
arrival of industrial entrepreneurs in the late 1700s began the process of dramatic and rapid 
landscape transformation.  What were formerly grazed upland heaths and quiet valleys 
suddenly became the setting for industry on a scale never before witnessed anywhere in the 
world.  Between the 1780s and the early 1900s iron works, forges, limekilns, quarries, mines 
(coal and ironstone), primitive railways, leats, ponds and lakes and extensive housing 
developments were built, worked to the bone and then abandoned as resources were 
depleted or the economic case for continuation was lost.  This abandonment resulted in the 
landscape we can see now, one littered with semi derelict structures and the spoil from 
mineral extraction. 

 
1.3.2. Industrial archaeology 

There are three major preserved sites: Blaenavon Ironworks, which is a scheduled ancient 
monument (SAM) and Big Pit, now a National Coal Museum and Clydach Ironworks, also a 
SAM.  However, scattered throughout the landscape, seemingly without reason, are the 
remains of associated industrial structures, many of which are now in a poor state of repair. 
 
During the Development Stage, the FLP area has been comprehensively audited and is 
known to contain 17 SAMs and 109 listed buildings.  
 
For more information see the adjacent map and the Landscape Character Study (revised 
2009)  
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Scheduled Ancient Monuments – Blaenavon and Cwm Cly dach 
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1.3.3 Habitats and Species 
The area contains a great diversity of important habitats and wildlife.  Research has shown 
that, following the last ice age (10,000 BC), the area was dominated by dense native 
woodland.  However, from the Neolithic period (4,000 BC) onwards the effects of man were 
dramatic.  By the early Bronze Age, progressive felling of the ‘wildwood’ eventually resulted in 
the creation of upland heathland, especially on the less precipitous slopes.  By the post-
mediaeval period (c.1500) man’s impact had been so severe that woodland survived only in 
restricted localities.   
 

 
The Punchbowl – an example of a fragment stand of w oodland 

 
In the main it is upland heathland that has survived to the present day, but intense industrial 
activity has transformed much of this and the spoil resulting from coal and mineral extraction 
has altered the topography and created soils of a very different nature to those naturally 
occurring in the area. 
 

 
Canada Tips – showing gradual colonisation by heath land species 

 



�
�

�
�

�	 �

Forgotten Landscapes Project 
Landscape Conservation Action Plan 

 

Section 1 
Understanding the Landscape Partnership Area  

Now, the area is known for its nationally important fungi populations, and it is regionally 
important for both bryophytes (mosses) and lesser horseshoe bats.  Within the FLP there are 
eight Sites of Special Scientific Inertest (SSSIs), a National Nature Reserve (NNR), two 
Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), 2 Local Nature Reserves (LNR) and 55 non statutory 
Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC). 
 
In addition, the area is known to support UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) species 
including: invertebrates, reptiles, amphibians, birds, mammals and plants as well as a wide 
range of Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) species.  It also features large areas of UK 
BAP and LBAP habitats.  

 
1.3.4 Geology 

In order to fully appreciate a landscape, it is important to understand that human history, 
culture, agriculture and wildlife are inextricably linked to geology.  In the FLP area, the 
influence of geology on the current landscape is dramatically illustrated through the changes 
wrought by the industrial processes of the iron and coal industries.  Indeed, it was the 
geographical location of this rich geology, and its astonishing mineral wealth created in the 
Carboniferous Age, that determined the location of the Blaenavon and Clydach Ironworks and 
their associated industrial sites.  The many quarries, mines and spoil heaps are testament to 
this rich mineral wealth.   
 
Beneath this upland block, at around 70km in length, is Ogof Draeen (Hawthorn Cave).  This 
is the second longest cave system in the UK and amongst the thirty longest cave systems in 
the world. 
 

 
Impressive stalactites within the Ogof Draenen cave s 

 
Seven of the area’s geological features have been designated as Geological Conservation 
Review Sites (GCR), these include SSSIs and are the highest of the geological designations 
in the UK.   
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1.3.5 Intangible Heritage   

Following the decline of industry, the principal settlements of the area are in the process of 
redefining themselves.  However, the culture of former times is still celebrated and studied by 
community interest groups.  These include history and heritage societies, amateur naturalists 
and individuals who strive to discover more about the past and present.  Blaenavon was 
certainly involved in the Chartist political movement (1839) and was an important contributor 
to the Eisteddfod movement.  The town’s former pre-eminence has recently been celebrated 
in two series of the popular BBC Wales programme ‘Coalhouse’.  This docu-drama recreated 
the living and working conditions of families in the late 19th Century and the Second World 
War 1939 – 1945.  An earlier interpretation of social conditions was captured in dramatic style 
by Alexander Cordell, in his ‘best selling’ novel ‘Rape of the fair Country’. 
 
While much of the heritage is now historic, an important element survives to the present day.  
Commoning, through rights granted to local farming families to utilise the uplands for 
agriculture, continues to this day.  It is through the activities of this community that upland 
heath has survived.  However, in the current agricultural climate it is difficult to justify the 
management necessary to rear livestock on the commons.  As a result, this group has been 
the focus of much attention during Project Planning and Development. 

 
1.3.6 Landscape Value 

This is a landscape that has been dramatically transformed by human activity.  It offers 
beautiful panoramic views to the north, south and east, which are contrasted by scenes of 
industrial scaring to the west.  The vast areas of heather moorland are considered a great 
attribute by many people as are the wooded valleys and lower slopes.  Yet the large, imposing 
mounds of coal spoil and distorted topography evoke mixed reactions amongst both locals 
and visitors. 
 

 
Heather in flower – with the summit of the Blorenge  on the horizon 

 
To be understood this landscape must be seen as a whole, it has been ‘made by man’ and 
has been much studied.  As a result it has been ascribed a number of designations that 
capture its undeniable importance.  Pre-eminent amongst these is World Heritage Site status.  
This was awarded in 2000 because the area:…..’presents a large number of individual 
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monuments of outstanding value within the context of a rich and continuous relict landscape, 
powerfully evocative of the Industrial Revolution.  It is one of the prime areas of the world 
where the full social, economic and technological process of industrialisation through iron and 
coal production can be studied and understood’.   
 
Extract from World heritage Sites: The tentative list of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.  
Published by the Department of Culture, Media and Sport June 1999 
 
Both Blaenavon and Clydach have been subject to Historic Landscape Character 
Assessments and have been designated as Historic Landscape Character Areas and much of 
the landscape enjoys Special Landscape Area status. 
 

1.3.7 Landscape History 
Human settlement of the area began during the Mesolithic period (10,000 – 4,400 BC) with 
evidence of later occupation through the Neolithic period (4,400 – 2,300 BC).  Settlements 
were temporary upland hunting camps utilised as part of a seasonal migration by hunter 
gatherers between the coastal lowlands and the uplands.   
 
Later Bronze Age (2,300 – 700 BC) remains are predominantly funerary in the form of cairns 
and round barrow burial sites.  Intense woodland clearance began during this period and 
continued into the later Iron Age (700 BC – 43 AD).  Notable legacies of this period are the 
two Iron Age hillforts, Craig y Gaer and Twyn y Dinas.  These guard the entrance to the 
Clydach Gorge. 
 
Evidence of the continuity of development from the Iron Age into the Roman and early 
Mediaeval periods is scarce.  It is likely that farmsteads began to appear during the later 
Mediaeval period, a process that continued into post Mediaeval times. 
 
The earliest evidence of industrialisation began late in the Mediaeval period when the local 
farming community began to extract iron stone and other minerals for use in the Pontypool 
Ironworks.  However, by 1786 – 87 Iron Masters from the English Midlands had secured land 
leases and were engaged in the construction of ironworks at Clydach and Blaenavon.  This 
led to a dramatic change in the fortunes of the area and included the influx of vast numbers of 
farm workers from North Wales and the South West of England.  The industry grew 
dramatically.  In 1788, levels of iron production across South Wales were recorded at 11,300 
tons.  By 1812 the region was producing 140,000 thousand tons per year. 
 
But decline was to follow.  Following the introduction of cheap steel in 1856, and the region’s 
rigid adherence to the production of wrought iron goods, the industry went into rapid decline.  
A few of the larger sites did evolve and survived until much later but the importation of cheap 
heamatite ore from Spain, and the establishment of new works on the coast, finished iron 
production in the ‘top towns’ such as Blaenavon and Clydach.  However, as iron production 
declined coal extraction grew with South Wales mines exporting coal all over the world. 
 
At the height of the iron making period, the Blaenavon Ironworks was instrumental in the 
development of a new technology that allowed steel to be made from poor quality ore.  The 
breakthrough, achieved by Sidney Gilchrist Thomas and Percy Gilchrist in the 1870s, caused 
the Scottish American iron master Andrew Carnegie to announce: ‘These two young 
men…..did more for Britain’s greatness than all the Kings and Queens put together.  Moses 
struck the rock and brought forth water.  They struck the useless phosphoric ore and 
transformed it into steel – a far greater miracle!’ 
 
The development and demise of Blaenavon Ironworks is shown below: 
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1789 Ironworks and Stack Square is constructed. 
1790 Pig iron is being sold by the company. 
1796 Tramroad to Pontnewydd is completed. 
1789 Death of Thomas Hopkins. 
1795 Death of Benjamin Pratt. 
1810 Nos 4 & 5 furnaces are put into blast. 
1817 Garn Ddyrys Forge sends its first iron to Newport. 
1824 Death of Thomas Hill. 
1827 Death of Thomas Hill the younger. 
1833 Blaenavon pioneers use of ‘hot blast’ in South Wales. 
1836 Thomas Hill the third sells the company to the Blaenavon Iron & Coal Company for £220,000. 
1839 Water Balance Tower is built by James Ashwell. 
1840 Three new furnaces put into blast. 
 James Ashwell resigns. 
1841 The Blaenavon Iron & Coal Company is employing 2,002 people (this includes 135 boys and 36 

girls under the age of 13). 
1849 Coking ovens built. 
1851 Census shows that 84 people are living in Stack Square. 
1853 The hot blast process is adopted at Blaenavon. 
1854 Monmouthshire Railway Co. opens its line to Blaenavon. 
1859 A new Forge and Rail Mill is opened at Forgeside. 
1860c Forge and Mill at Garn Ddyrys closes. 
1861 Hill’s Tramroad is abandoned. 
1864 Blaenavon Iron & Coal Co. is liquidated and Blaenavon Company Ltd. is formed. 
1868 First furnace at Forgeside is brought into operation. 
1870 Blaenavon Company sells out to the Blaenavon Iron & Steel Company Ltd. 
1874 E. P. Martin is appointed as General Manager. 
1876 Percy Carlisle Gilchrist is appointed works chemist. 
1878 First steel is produced at Forgeside, Blaenavon. 
1880 Introduction of the Bessemer process and a mill for producing tyres is built. 
1898 Steelworkers from Blaenavon are employed in Russia to set up a Bessemer plant. 
1904 No. 1 blast furnace at the old works, which had been retained to produce cold blast iron is finally 

shut down. 
1911 Blast furnaces at old works robbed of stone to build St. James Church. 
1938 Last furnace at Forgeside closes down. 
1974 Ancient Monuments Branch of the Welsh Office takes Blaenavon Ironworks site into its 

guardianship. 
 

 
By 1914, following some instances of inefficient management, the Blaenavon Co., Ltd was a 
business in terminal decline.  Militancy amongst the workers also became rife following the 
‘Great War’ (1914 – 1918).  By 1914 most of the Welsh iron works between Blaenavon and 
Hirwaun had closed, but Blaenavon soldiered on.  Unfortunately its defiance was 
accompanied by falling revenue and from 1911 onwards, investment in the future of the 
company all but ceased.  Production continued at the Forgeside works until 1938 when the 
enterprise finally ceased steel production. 
 
The size of Blaenavon’s population was a direct result of the fortunes of the ironworks.  
Between 1780 and 1800 a small upland farming community grew to 1000 inhabitants as 
Blaenavon began its journey towards becoming one of the most significant powerhouses of 
the Industrial Revolution.  At this point in its history Blaenavon had a population equal to that 
of Newport.  Other populations at this time, in round figures, were Abergavenny 2,000, 
Pontypool 1,500 and Monmouth with a little over 2,500. 
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By 1840, relatively slow development saw this figure reach 1,500.  Over the following 50 years 
the figure increased to 11,500.  By 1919, a peak of about 14,000 was reached.  Two years 
later the census showed the beginning of an irreversible downward trend.   
 

Date Population 

1800 1,000 

1850 4,000 

1900 11,000 

1911 12,000 

1921 steep decline begins 

 
In 1980 the last major coal mine in the area, Big Pit, closed.  This heralded the end of the 
area’s industrial period.  Blaenavon descended during the 1980s and 90s into a community 
that was manifestly socially and economically depressed.  However, a long term programme 
of economic regeneration initiatives has helped to restore the fortunes of the town and World 
Heritage status awarded in 2000 has been seen as a significant regeneration opportunity. 
 
As the industry died and the devastation in the landscape ceased, nature was allowed to heal 
the wounds.  Large areas of spoil are now revegetated and much of the scaring has been 
softened by the return of heather and grasses.  But, the once agriculturally productive 
commons are, themselves, now in decline.  A relaxation in management following the loss of 
game keepers associated with the iron masters and low prices for livestock has meant that 
bracken is encroaching onto the heather moorland.  This is one of the key aspects of the 
area’s heritage that FLP will address. 
 

 
  A pioneering front of bracken encroaching onto up land heath 

 
 
1.4 Context 

The Forgotten Landscape scheme is located in south-east Wales on the north-east rim of the 
South Wales Coalfield.  It falls within four administrative areas: Torfaen County Borough, 
Monmouthshire, Blaenau Gwent County Borough and the Brecon Beacons National Park.  It is 
40 kilometres north-east of Cardiff, the capital city of Wales, and 27 kilometres from the coast 
of Newport.  By road it is accessible from the north and west by the A465 Heads of the Valleys 
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road, from the east by the M5 and M50 and from the south by the M4.  Links with railway 
stations and airports are provided by an excellent bus service from Newport and Cwmbran to 
the south. 
 
 

 
 Location map 

 
 
This upland area, although similar in many ways to the surrounding upland landscape of 
South Wales, is unique.  The story the landscape tells of the Industrial Revolution in South 
Wales through major heritage sites such as the Blaenavon and Clydach Ironwoks and the Big 
Pit mining museum and the many features that still survive in the landscape has been 
recognised through World Heritage status.  Add to this the Forgotten Landscapes Scheme 
area is recognised as the most bio and geodiverse upland area in south east Wales, a fact 
demonstrated by the considerable number of statutory and non statutory wildlife designations. 
 
While the Scheme area may share many similarities with the surrounding landscape, both in 
terms of natural and cultural heritage, it is the extent of these heritage assets that make this 
landscape unique and extremely valuable.  Finally, because of its location at the extreme 
eastern edge of the South Wales Coalfields the landscape has been recognised as a principal 
gateway into the wider ‘valleys’ area and is now seen as a major project set within the context 
of the Valleys Regional Park programme – a Welsh Assembly Government initiative which 
intends to utilise heritage tourism as a social and economic regeneration tool. 
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1.5 Management Information 
 
1.5.1 Management Strategies 

The management of the BILWHS is subject to a dedicated Management Plan, adopted by the 
Blaenavon Partnership in 1999.  This plan, which is principally concerned with the 
conservation and presentation of the area’s industrial heritage and culture, is currently under 
review.  As stated earlier, the Blaenavon Partnership is fully represented on the Forgotten 
Landscapes Partnership and recognises that FLP Scheme aims must be reflected in the 
BILWHS Management Plan review. 
 
 
The Blaenavon Partnership  
The following list describes the partners and their interests in the World Heritage Site:-  
 

Torfaen County Borough Council (TCBC)  
Torfaen County Borough Council is the lead authority in the Blaenavon Partnership. TCBC is the unitary 
authority for just over 50% of the World Heritage Site (including the town of Blaenavon), and has full local 
government powers and duties including Town and Country Planning and other environmental matters.  
 

Monmouthshire County Council (MCC)  
Just under 50% of the nominated site lies within Monmouthshire, which is a unitary authority with full local 
government powers. However, planning responsibility for nearly all of this area resides with Brecon 
Beacons National Park Authority.  
 

Brecon Beacons National Park (BBNP)  
About 45% of the Blaenavon Industrial Landscape falls within the Brecon Beacons National Park. The 
purposes of the National Park designation, as amended under the Environment Act 1995, are to conserve 
and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the area and to promote the 
understanding and enjoyment of its special qualities. Account must be taken of the economic and social 
interest of residents. The National Park is the local planning authority for the area within its boundary.  
 

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council (BGCBC)  
None of the nominated site falls within the Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council administrative area. 
However, as a near neighbour Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council has a close interest in the 
designation and management of the proposed World Heritage Site.  
 

Blaenavon Town Council (BTC)  
This is the local council for the town of Blaenavon which is the main settlement within the nominated site.  
 

Cadw: Welsh Historic Monuments  
Cadw is an Executive Agency within the Welsh Office. Its general duties are:  
-  To secure the preservation of ancient monuments and historic buildings   
- To promote the preservation and enhancement of the character and appearance of Conservation Areas, 
and   
-  To promote the public's enjoyment of, and advance knowledge about, ancient monuments and historic 
buildings and their preservation. Cadw also has direct responsibility as the guardian of Blaenavon 
Ironworks. 
 

Royal Commission on the Ancient & Historical Monume nts of Wales (RCAHMW)  
The RCAHMW is the national body of survey and record. Its aim is to compile and make available an 
archive of Wales' historic buildings and ancient monuments for use by individuals and bodies concerned 
with understanding, conserving and managing the built environment.  
 

National Museum Wales (NMW)  
The NMW exists to preserve and promote the heritage and culture of Wales, within a world context. NMW 
has a requirement from its Royal Charter to 'promote understanding and knowledge of the special 
industries of Wales through the collection and conservation of artefacts and their research, interpretation 
and display'. NMW has specific responsibility for the management of the Big Pit Mining Museum. Its 
special expertise in conservation and management is available on a day-to-day basis to the Blaenavon 
Partnership.  
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Countryside Council for Wales (CCW)  
CCW is accountable to the Secretary of State for Wales and is the Government's Statutory adviser on 
wildlife, countryside, and maritime conservation matters in Wales. It is the executive authority for the 
conservation of habitats and wildlife. Through partnerships, as at Blaenavon, it promotes the protection of 
landscape, opportunities for employment and the support of those who live in, work in and manage the 
countryside. It has enabled the Blaenavon Partnership to pursue countryside management projects 
through grant aid and can assist with the management cost of the Sites of Special Scientific Interest. 
CCW were jointly responsible, with Cadw and ICOMOS UK, for the preparation of the Register of 
Landscapes of Outstanding Historic Interest in Wales, published in January 1998.  
 

Visit Wales (VW)  
Visit Wales, formally the Wales Tourist Board, has responsibility for development of tourism in Wales.  
 

Welsh Assembly Government's Department of Economy a nd Transport  (DE&T) 
The Department of Economy and Transport has responsibility for promoting and enabling economic 
development in Wales and dealing with issues related to land reclamation.  
 

British Waterways (BW)  
British Waterways has responsibility for management and maintenance of British Waterways Canals, 
including the Brecknock and Abergavenny Canal. One of the principal remits of the board is to respect 
industrial heritage.  The Project Board is serviced by the Co-ordinating Officer, who is also charged with 
ensuring co-ordination and continuity of action between the various partners. There is a small budget 
available to the Project Co-ordinator for day to day management. However, the main expenditure is made 
by the authorities, agencies and other partners within the Blaenavon Partnership through allocations in 
their individual budgets to specific projects.  
 

 
 
The wider FLP Scheme area is also subject to management directed by 
 
i. The Brecon Beacons National Park Management Plan.  The 2000 – 2005 Plan lays out 

20-year strategies and 5-year actions by and for everyone delivering its purposes and 
duty, or concerned about the Park’s future.  A new plan is currently out to consultation.   

 
ii. The Torfaen County Borough Council Countryside Strategy 2003 - 2006.   
 
iii. The Countryside Council for Wales.  This body is responsible for developing and 

implementing specific plans for the Cwm Clydach National Nature Reserve, the Usk Bat 
Sites Special Area of Conservation and a number of biodiversity and geodiversity Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest. 

 
1.5.2 Management Skills 

The Blaenavon Partnership and the additional members that comprise the Forgotten 
Landscape Partnership collectively hold, or have access to, the entire suite of expertise 
necessary to plan and deliver the FLP Scheme, its Programmes and Projects.   

 
1.5.3 Resources 

The collective skills held by both Partnerships ensures that the contents of the various 
management plans are well crafted, relevant and planned to achieve a common aim in this 
globally important landscape.  However, good plans do not necessarily result in effective 
implementation.  Two key restrictions to this are finances and staff resources.  To date 
financial resources have been made available through statutory bodies such as Cadw, CCW, 
DE&T, Sustrans, Visit Wales and Interreg.  Collectively, these agencies have been able to 
resource the work set out in the BILWHS Management Plan.  An important element of this has 
been the development of volunteer groups led by the BBNPA and the BILWHS Ranger 
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Service.  Further development of the volunteer heritage workforce will be a key aspect of the 
FL Scheme. 

 
The new impetus created by the Heritage Lottery Fund, through the Landscape Partnership 
funding stream, has allowed the FLP to be more ambitious and include new elements in its 
approach to landscape scale management.  Two important new areas are: sustainable 
commons management and habitat and species conservation.  Add to this, plans to improve 
access and interpretation and it becomes clear that Lottery money will provide a necessary 
catalyst to a more ambitious management and promotional approach. 

 
1.5.4 3rd Party Involvement 

The main areas of new work, that involves 3rd parties, are: 
 
i. A suite of industrial archaeology conservation projects in an area known as Cefn Garn 

yr Erw.  The landowner concerned is Walters Mining PLC.  The company has no direct 
role in Project delivery. 

 
ii. Commons management, including bracken control and heather management.  All 

relevant private landowners have been consulted and consent has been obtained.  
Formal agreements will be drawn up during the winter of 2009 – 10. 

 
1.5.5 Surveys 

A comprehensive suite of surveys was conducted during the Project Planning Year and 
supplemented by additional work during the Project Development Phase.  These covered 
aspects of the heritage landscape including: 
 
i. industrial archaeology 
ii. biodiversity 
iii. geology 
iv. hydrology 
v. management of the commons and the status of communing 
vi. access provision 
vii. interpretive media and resources 
viii. education provision – formal and informal 
 
Further information can be obtained in the Appendices to this document and the various 
Chapters of the Landscape Character Study (revised 2009). 
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